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Malawi is one of the poorest countries in the world with
one of Africa’s fastest growing populations. Day-to-day survival
takes precedence over ‘luxuries’ like wildlife conservation, even
though biodiversity loss ultimately impacts humanitarian issues

like health and food security.

- WILDLIFE CRIME

N

Malawi is a principal transit hub for illicit wildlife trafficking in
Southern Africa, historically influenced by factors like weak
deterrent legislation and poor law enforcement. lllegal trades in
bushmeat, charcoal, wildlife artefacts and pets are also locally
prevalent and are becoming increasingly commercialised.

87% of Malawi’s population doesn’t have access to electricity and
rely on charcoal and firewood for their energy needs.This,
coupled with demand for land for agriculture, has driven
extreme rates of deforestation, the highest in the SADC region,
which means the loss of wild places for wildlife to live.

Habitat loss and rapid population growth mean human-wildlife
conflict is on the rise, impacting both the welfare of individual
animals as well as the survival of species.
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HELPING MALAW/IPS WILD ANIMALS IN NEED

Lilongwe Wildlife Centre, LWT's first project, today stands as Malawi’s only wildlife sanctuary. It is world-renowned
for its high welfare standards, reflected by its international accreditations. Over 800 animals have been rehabilitated
with over half released back into the wild.

The Wildlife Emergency Response Unit was set up in 2015 in partnership with the Malawi government and provides
nationwide wildlife veterinary support. It has since saved the lives of almost 100 animals injured in the field, the
majority being elephants or rhinos caught in snares.

COMBATTING WILDLIFE CRIME
Since co-authoring the country’s lllegal Wildlife Trade Review in 2015, LWT has:

Supported the Malawi government to set up the first specialised wildlife crime investigations and intelligence units,
which have since been responsible for 223 arrests and the seizure of 1,414kg of ivory.

Stood as the lead local NGO on the Wildlife Act Amendment - the fastest passing of any bill in the history of
Parliament - that critically increased custodial sentences to 30 years.

Established a wildlife justice programme, which includes the mandate to privately prosecute on behalf of
government, and which has resulted in record sentences of up to |8 years.

EMPOWERING THE GUARDIANS OF THEWILD

LWT’s environmental education programme was expanded nationwide in 2012. Over 140,000 school children have
since been engaged directly, with tens of thousands more reached through teacher training programmes.

Critical support for Malawi’s efforts to combat illegal wildlife trade included Presidential backing through LWT’s
advocacy and Stop Wildlife Crime campaign.

In 2017, LWT became the lead local NGO for the Malawi Parliamentary Conservation Caucus in 2017.




2017 IMPACT | Wildlife Welfare, Rescue & Research

LWT continues to run the government’s nationwide wildlife emergency
response unit and the country’s only wildlife sanctuary.

Veterinary support was provided for the world’s largest elephant translocation
(an African Parks project including 500 elephants) for the second year running.

Captive care regulations were completed supporting the new Wildlife Act. It is now a
crime to mistreat wild animals or hold wild animals in captivity without a license.

Malawi’s first Wildlife Research Institute was set up in Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve in
partnership with Malawi government and Conservation Research Africa.

The first Blue Monkey density estimates were ark, the ‘Clinical
Projects in One Health’ research project w:
identified.
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Core costs - 12%

Rescue & welfare - 24%

Research - 6%

Education & advocacy - 9%

Law enforcement - 49%
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| DONORS

USAID, INL, USFWS, GIZ Polifund, DEFRA, Foreign & Commonwealth Office,Wildcat Foundation, Paul G.Allen
Foundation, Olsen Animal Trust, Save the Elephants, Elephant Crisis Fund, Tusk, Born Free Foundation, IFAW, Animal &
Advocacy Protection, Stop lvory, Perivoli Trust, Nyika-Vwaza Trust, Jean Sainsbury Animal Welfare Trust, IPPL, IPS,
Malawi Environmental Endowment Trust, ICCFE.

PARTNERS

African Parks, WCP, PAMS Foundation, Tikki Hywood Foundation, ESPA, Maisha, Conservation Research Africa,
Wildlife Action Group, North Luangwa Conservation Programme, Conservation South Luangwa, CEPA, International
Environmental Law Project.
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Lilongwe Wildlife Trust is a member of the IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature), the Malawi
representative for the Species Survival Network and a founding member of ICCF Malawi’s Conservation Council supporting
the Parliamentary Conservation Caucus. Lilongwe Wildlife Centre is the only sanctuary to hold accreditations from the Global
Federation of Animal Sanctuaries (GFAS), Pan African Sanctuary Alliance (PASA) and Born Free Foundation’s PAWV initiative.

| PATRONS | TRUSTEES | TEAM

HRH Prince Richard, Duke of Gloucester Mark Sprong (Chairman) Jonny Vaughan - CEO

Virginia McKenna, OBE Arthur Nyirenda (Secretary) Kate Moore - Programmes Director
Brighton Kumchedwa Simon Pitt - Operations Director
Bev Trataris Tommy Mhango - Head of Enforcement
Ton de Rooy Clement Manjaalera - Head of Education
Julie Saunders Dr Amanda Salb - Head Veterinarian
Rod Hagger Dr Emma Stone - Head of Research
Laurie Webb Jasper lepema - Sanctuary Manager

Lilongwe Wildlife Trust is a Malawian not-for-profit trust, registered under the Trustee Incorporation Act of Malawi since 2008
(No.TR/INC4209) and has been a Council of Non-Governmental Organizations of Malawi member since 2009 (No.C466).

Malawi Wildlife Trust is registered with the UK Charity Commission (No. | 176185).



Please get in touch if you're interested in volunteering, becoming a member or making a donation.Thanks for your support.

E: trust@lilongwewildlife.org e T:+265 (0) 993 800289 e W:www.lilongwewildlife.org
€O Qlilongwewildlife € @malawiwildlife



