15t April 2019

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE GOVERNMENT OF MALAWI ON THE THIN PLASTICS BAN

Planet Earth is in the grip of a global crisis. Across the world, plastic waste is spoiling oceans, destroying
landscapes, killing animals and putting human lives at risk.

Malawi is no exception. Estimates suggest that a staggering 75,000 tonnes of plastic is produced in Malawi
each year, of which 80% is single-use plastic that cannot be recycled.' The social, environmental and
economic costs of plastic pollution are vast, resulting in damage to soil, water and food production,
increased risk of floods, costs to human health and losses in tourism revenue.?

But - right now - there is a chance to make a real difference. On 16 April the Supreme Court will decide
whether to implement a national ban on the production and use of thin plastics - a ban that was first
introduced by the Government in 2015 before being successfully challenged by the plastic industry. We, the
undersigned, congratulate the Government for showing resolve in passing the ban and look forward to the
outcome of the hearing.

We believe a ban would be a critical first step in the fight against plastic pollution and a chance to show that
Malawi is serious about protecting its people and environment. Public opinion is behind us, with results
from a recent survey showing that 95% of people believe that plastic pollution is a serious issue in Malawi
and 94% of people support a ban.?
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